[Evaluation of a totally automated alternative system for determining the rate of erythrocyte sedimentation].
The Ves-MaticR system (VS) for evaluating erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR) is compared to Westergren method. A good correlation between both methods is obtained in spite of small differences observed; the accuracy of the VS is also studied. Concerning the time variation, a small reduction of the ESR in the first seven hours is observed, being significant at 24 hours. The most important advantages of the VS are the near complete disappearance of the contamination risk, the reduction of the time employed in setting up, sedimentation and reading, and the reliability.